
 

 

 

EYFS Curriculum: English – Spoken Language  

to produce creative work, exploring their ideas and recording their experiences become proficient in drawing, painting, sculpture and other art, 

craft and design techniques, evaluate and analyse creative works using the language of art, craft and design. The children will know about great 

artists, craft makers and designers, and understand the historical and cultural development of their art forms. 

 

The Threshold Concepts… 

Within Art, there are 4 key elements, which combined, ensure that our pupils can access a deep understanding of the subject. These threshold concepts 

are developing, experimenting, recording and presenting.  

 

Developing 

Children will develop idea through investigations, demonstrating critical understanding of sources. They will be encouraged to explore materials and 

techniques and in doing so, develop ideas. Children will be encouraged to take chances and learn from them. They will learn to demonstrate a critical 

understanding of sources e.g. if looking at nature, looking at trees, natural textures and rock formation. They will also look at different artists and 

explore their work by producing work that is inspired by them. 

 

Experimenting 

Children will be encouraged to develop their ideas further. Children will experiment with a range of different materials and techniques. Children will 

have evidence in their sketchbooks that they have explored a broad range of different techniques and materials and should begin to analyse how well 

it works. Children will develop note taking skills called annotation in their sketchbooks.  

 

Recording  

Recording can be done in lots of different ways. Children will be encouraged to explore as many ways of recording as possible. Children are recording 

whenever they respond to an image or object through whatever materials they happen to be using. Progression will be seen in sketchbooks as they 

develop their skills and techniques as an artist.  

 

Presenting 

Children will connect all their experimentations together and show that they can make informed choices along the way in their sketchb 

 

Area of Learning: English – Spoken Language  
 

Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2 
Why am I 
special? 

 

Why do we 
celebrate? 

Where do 
animals live? 

How do things 
grow? 

How do you get 
there? 

What’s it like to 
live beside the 

seaside? 

Planning Opportunities for Provision 
Learn to read and 
write set 1 sounds 

 
 

Conversation 
skills – turn taking  

 
Model talk 

through the day 
e.g. good 

morning, how are 
you?  

 
Talk about 

themselves and 
how they feel.  

 
Share facts about 

themselves  
 

Use language to 
compare  

 
Begin to use story 
telling language 

 
Use beginning 

middle and end  
 

Answer questions 
directed at them  

 
Answer questions 

about a story  
 

Listen to a story   

Learn to read and 
write set 1 sounds 

 
Repeat known 

lines from a story  
 

Follow 
instructions  

 
Listen and 

respond to a story  
 

Learn rhymes, 
poems and songs 

 
Take part in 
discussion  

 
Retell a story  

 
Develop story 

language  
 

Talk about 
beginning, middle 

and end  
 

Share ideas about 
a story  

 
Use new and 

known language 
in role play  

 
 
 

Review and teach 
gaps in set 1 single 

letter sounds. 
Teach set 2 

special friends. 
 

Ask how 
questions  

 
Ask why questions  

 
Describe what we 

see  
 

Tell me why  
 

Answer questions 
about a story  

 
Talk about how 

we feel  
 

Review and teach 
gaps in set 1 single 

letter sounds. 
Teach set 2 

special friends. 
 

Sustain focus 
when listening to 

a story  
 

Understand why 
listening is 
important  

 
Listen to 

instructions and 
carry them out  

 
Predict what 

might happen  
 

Use descriptive 
language to talk 
about an object 

 
Describe events in 

detail  
 

Explain how they 
have completed 
an activity and 
how it makes 

them feel  
 

Use new and 
known vocab in 

role play  

Teach set 2 
sounds and 

words. Continue 
to review set 1. 

 
Listen carefully to 

a story  
 

Describe events in 
detail  

Use time 
connectives  

 
Talk about what 
they have learnt  

 
Use new 

vocabulary to 
explain what is 

happening  
 

Use info from 
pictures and text  

 
Listen to others’ 

thoughts and 
ideas  

 
Explain thoughts 

and ideas to peers  
 

Skill 
consolidation. 

Introduce unit 1 
extended code. 

 
Listen and engage 

in story telling 
sessions  

 
Answer questions 

about a text  
 

Talk about how 
and why you have 

completed 
something  

 
Follow 

instructions  
 

Use story telling 
language with 

peers  
 

Read books aloud 
to each other  

 
Use descriptive 

language  
 

Use language 
associated with 

pirates  
 
 
 

Key Vocabulary 
Listen 

Ask  
Taking turns  

Beginning  
Middle  

End  

Repeat  
Instructions  

Listen  
Poem  
Song  
Retell  

How  
Why  

Describe  
Ask  

Feelings words  

Listen  
Predict  

Describe  
Explain  

Feeling words  

Listen  
Describe  

Time connectives  
Explain  
Ideas  

How 
Why  

Instructions  
Describe  

Pirate language  

Key opportunities / experiences 
Library Visit  

 
.  

Theatre Trip  
 
 

Animal Experience 
Day 

 
 
 

Farm Trip  
 
 

Train ride trip 
 
 

Beach trip  
 
  

 

 


