
 

 

 

EYFS Curriculum: Art and Design 

to produce creative work, exploring their ideas and recording their experiences become proficient in drawing, painting, sculpture and other art, 

craft and design techniques, evaluate and analyse creative works using the language of art, craft and design. The children will know about great 

artists, craft makers and designers, and understand the historical and cultural development of their art forms. 

 

The Threshold Concepts… 

Within Art, there are 4 key elements, which combined, ensure that our pupils can access a deep understanding of the subject. These threshold concepts 

are developing, experimenting, recording and presenting.  

 

Developing 

Children will develop idea through investigations, demonstrating critical understanding of sources. They will be encouraged to explore materials and 

techniques and in doing so, develop ideas. Children will be encouraged to take chances and learn from them. They will learn to demonstrate a critical 

understanding of sources e.g. if looking at nature, looking at trees, natural textures and rock formation. They will also look at different artists and 

explore their work by producing work that is inspired by them. 

 

Experimenting 

Children will be encouraged to develop their ideas further. Children will experiment with a range of different materials and techniques. Children will 

have evidence in their sketchbooks that they have explored a broad range of different techniques and materials and should begin to analyse how well 

it works. Children will develop note taking skills called annotation in their sketchbooks.  

 

Recording  

Recording can be done in lots of different ways. Children will be encouraged to explore as many ways of recording as possible. Children are recording 

whenever they respond to an image or object through whatever materials they happen to be using. Progression will be seen in sketchbooks as they 

develop their skills and techniques as an artist.  

 

Presenting 

Children will connect all their experimentations together and show that they can make informed choices along the way in their sketchb 

Links to National Curriculum / KS1 Learning Journey for Art 
 

Early Learning Goals 
Pre learning for KS1 

Links to KS1 Learning Journey 

• Safely use and explore a variety of materials, 
tools and techniques, 
experimenting with colour, design, texture, form 
and function. 

• Share their creations, explaining the process 
they have used. 

• Make use of props and materials when role 
playing characters in narratives and stories 

• Invent, adapt and recount narratives and stories 
with peers and their teacher. 

• Sing a range of well-known nursery rhymes and 
songs. 

• Perform songs, rhymes, poems and stories with 
others, and – when appropriate – try to move in 
time with music 
 

Colour mixing  
 
Drawing and painting self portraits using mirrors and 
photographs  
 
Christmas crafts  
 
Junk modelling  
 
Observational drawing  
 
Using natural materials with clay  
 
Printmaking  
 
Printing and collaging  
 
Transient art at the beach  
 
Artist focus: Van Gogh, John Foreman and Julian Opie  

 
 

 

 

 

• Produce creative work, exploring their ideas 
and recording their experiences  

• Become proficient in drawing, painting, 
sculpture and other art, craft and design 
techniques  

• Evaluate and analyse creative works using the 
language of art, craft and design   

• Know about great artists, craft makers and 
designers, and understand the historical and 
cultural development of their art forms. 

 
In Key Stage 1 pupils will continue to build on their 
drawing and painting skills by exploring a range of mark 
making techniques. They will learn about line, pressure 
and tone as they produce their own landscapes and still 
life drawings. In the sculpture and painting units’ pupils 
will continue to build on prior knowledge of colour mixing 
as they learn about the colour wheel and explore the use 
of shape, line, texture and patterns to create their own 
African masks. They will continue to learn about the work 
of Van Gogh and be introduced to more artists e.g.  
Cezanne, Kandinsky and Delaunay. 

 

 


